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August 27, 2026

Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California

Pro Tem Monique Limon Speaker Robert Rivas
California State Senate California State Assembly

RE: Support for Senate Proposal to Fund SAFER
Dear Pro Tem Limon, Governor Newsom, and Speaker Rivas:

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we write in support of the Senate’s August 20th
proposal to fund the Safe and Affordable Funding for Equity and Resilience (SAFER) Program
in FY 26-27 as part of a larger Senate Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) Plan. Stable
funding for SAFER is critical to the state’s efforts to address the needs of households served by
failing and at-risk water systems. While significant progress has been made since the
establishment of SAFER in 2019, including reducing the number of Californians without safe
drinking by over one million people, 600,000 Californians are still waiting for assistance.

Consistent and reliable funding for planning, operations and maintenance, and technical
assistance has been a key factor in the program’s success. The proposed $80 million in GGRF
funding will help us continue funding for these critical projects that cannot be bond funded, albeit
at a lower level. The additional $100 million in Proposition 4 funding will allow the Board to blend
its funding sources to optimize the use of SAFER funds.

SAFER funding for water supplies has enabled the Board to partner with other entities, such as
the Central Valley Salinity Coalition, to ensure interim water supplies to households struggling
with multiple contaminants. Also, in 2025, the administration moved funding for the state’s
emergency water program to SAFER, putting additional strain on that funding source.

We understand that difficult decisions must be made to ensure a balanced budget and
appreciate the difficult choices made by Senate leadership to make this funding available. We
strongly support this proposal and urge the Governor and Assembly to reinforce the
commitment to the most vulnerable residents of California as presented by the Senate and
approve this proposal.

Sincerely,



Jennifer Clary
California Director
Clean Water Action

Sarah Woolf and Ann Hayden
Co-Chairs

San Joaquin Valley Water Collaborative
Action Program

Catherine Van Dyke
Director of Water Policy
Community Alliance With Family Farmers

Danielle Blacet-Hyden
Executive Director
California Municipal Utilities Association

Thomas J. Collishaw
President/CEO
Self-Help Enterprises

Eric R. Quinley
General Manager
Delano-Earlimart Irrigation District

Ari Neuman
Chief Impact and Policy Officer
Rural Community Assistance Corporation

Kelsey Hinton
Policy Director
Community Water Center

Abraham Mendoza Il

Rural Justice Director

Central California Environmental Justice
Network

Karl Trahan

President/CEO

Trahan Enterprises, Inc.

Providing Potable Water Delivery Services

Bill Phillips Owner
All Pure Water Hauling
Aero Pure Water Hauling

Cadee Condit
Vice President Government Relations
American Pistachio Growers

Jacob Villagomez
Director, Governmental Affairs
California Citrus Mutual

Allison Harvey Turner
Chief Executive Officer
The Water Foundation

Brandon Jones
Owner
Jones Construction and Excavation

Corinne R. Clay
President/RMO
Precision Well Drilling, Inc.

Rogelio Caudillo

Executive Director

Tule East Groundwater Sustainability
Agency

Timothy A. Johnson
President/CEO
California Rice Commission

Michael Claiborne
Directing Attorney
Leadership Counsel Action

Eugene Keeney
Owner
NRK Services Inc.

Reyn Akiona
Executive Director
Valley Eco



Brian Shobe
Policy Director
California Climate and Agriculture Network

Casey D. Creamer
President
California Fresh Fruit Association

Madi Richards
Staff Attorney
California Coastkeeper Alliance

Catherine Dodd PhD RN

Health Advisor

Families Advocate for Chemical and Toxic
Safety (FACTS)

Deanna Jackson
Executive Director
Tri-County Water Authority

Kevin Abernathy
General Manager
California Milk Producers Council

Suzanne Hume
Educational Director & Founder
CleanEarth4Kids.org

Regina Markos

President

Bubba’s Water Truck Services, Inc
Potable Water Hauler

Wesley Harmon
Big River Drilling Inc
Water Well Drilling

Marven E. Norman
Environmental Policy Analyst
Center for Community Action and
Environmental Justice

Kris Lawrence
General Manager
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District

Michael Hagman
Executive Director
East Kaweah GSA

Skye B. Grass
General Manager
Kern-Tulare Water District

Rachel Gray
Executive Director
Central Valley Salinity Coalition

Amy Shuklian
Chair
Tulare County Board of Supervisors

Alex Peltzer
GSA Manager
Lower Tule River ID GSA

Travis Millwee
GSA Manager
Pixley ID GSA

Molly Culten
Chapter Organizing Director
Sierra Club California

Dave Halopoff, P.E.
Assistant General Manager
Cawelo Water District

Aaron Fukuda
Chief Executive Officer
Mid-Kaweah GSA

Paul Rowley
Golden State Water

Justin Skarb
California Water Service


http://cleanearth4kids.org/

Jennifer Capitolo
California Water Association

Chloe Hsieh

Legislative Advocate (she/they)

California Environmental Voters &
California Environmental Voters Education
Fund

Daniel R. Maldonado
Assistant Water Director
Kern River GSA

Chuck Mills
Senior Policy & Grants Administrator
treepeople.org

Sarge Green
Board of Directors
Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District

Steven Haugen
Watermaster
Kings River Water Association

David M. Merritt
General Manager
Kings River Conservation District

Mike Myatt

Senior Director, Climate Resilient Water
Systems

Environmental Defense Fund

Lucas Zucker

Co-Executive Director

Central Coast Alliance United for a
Sustainable Economy (CAUSE)

Lauren Navarro
Policy Director
Sustainable Conservation

Jeevan Muhar
Chief Executive Officer
Arvin-Edison Water Storage District

Nile Malloy

Climate Justice Director

California Environmental Justice Alliance
(CEJA)

Gregorio Gomez
Councilmember
City of Farmersville

Lauren Ahkiam

Climate Campaign Director

Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy
(LAANE)

Irene Cacho
Le Grand Resident
SAFER Advisory Group

Soren Nelson
Senior Policy Advocate
Assaociation of California Water Agencies

Michael Rincon M.P.P.

Research and Policy Manager
Physicians for Social Responsibility Los
Angeles

Eric C. Thorburn, P.E.

Chair

Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers
Groundwater Basin Association GSA

Mark Larsen
General Manager
Greater Kaweah GSA

Nick Reed-Krase
Executive Director
Tule Land & Water Conservation Trust


https://envirovoters.org/
https://envirovotersedfund.org/
https://envirovotersedfund.org/
https://www.treepeople.org/

Josué Medellin-Azuara
Josh Viers

Managing Partners
Pacific Agroecology LLC

Johnny Gailey
South Fork Kings GSA



