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resumption at fish passage at CHDD, as described above before attempting to open up the
ladder.

My recollection is that MID did not hear from CDFW after our 2011 consultation meeting and
site visit until we received your December 8, 2022 letter.

In addition to the above efforts, there have been various discussions over time regarding fish
passage at CHDD Dam; the CDFW fish hatchery; and other related items and issues. These
discussions have occurred in various forums, including as part of the larger relicensing process.
On a larger scale, MID is involved in ongoing discussions with regulatory agencies, including
CDFW and NMFS, in numerous forums regarding the management and improvement of fish
species and habitat on the Merced River, including the maintenance and restoration of salmon
runs in the Central Valley that are currently supported by the CDFW Merced River Fish
Hatchery. The discussions are part of the ongoing FERC relicensing proceedings that began in
2008 for the Merced River and Merced Falls hydroelectric projects, the related Endangered
Species Act consultations with NMFS, the related Clean Water Act Section 401 water quality
certification proceedings in front of the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB),
negotiations of voluntary settlement agreements regarding impiementation of the 2018 Bay-Delta
Plan Update, and proceedings involving the Stanislaus, Tuolumne and Merced (STM) working
group on the implementation of the biological goals for the lower San Joaquin River flows
adopted as part of the 2018 Bay-Delta Plan Update.

MID intends to continue its involvement in the ongoing proceedings and forums that consider a
broad array of interrelated and important issues of habitat, species, flows, and water management
on the Merced River and downstream. The referenced Water Audit California lawsuit adds
nothing to the ongoing collaborative and holistic discussions with CDFW, and other regulatory
agencies, and instead hinders and impedes those discussions and collaborative efforts.

I would be happy to answer any further concerns or questions you have on this matter.

Regards,

s —

Bryan Kelly

Cc:  John Sweigard, MID
Phillip McMurray, MID
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